
 WEEKLY BRIEFING 14 – 20 MAY 2015
The International Peace Information Service (IPIS) is an independent research institute providing

tailored information, analysis and capacity enhancement to support those actors who want to realize a vision
of durable peace, sustainable development and the fulfillment of human rights.

This briefing provides a round-up of the week's news and analysis on security, natural resource and
CSR issues arising in the Great Lakes region of Africa
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News in Brief

This  week  saw  heavy  fighting  in  Bujumbura  following  an
attempted  coup  d’etat on  Wednesday,  13  May,  by  former
intelligence  chief  Major  General  Godefroid  Niyombare.  The
attempt was made during the incumbent president’s attendance
of an East African Community summit on the crisis in the country
and is said to have been backed by a number of senior army and
police  officials.  Whilst  apparently  welcomed  by  anti-third  term
protesters,  the  attempt  was  condemned  by  the  international
community and thwarted by loyalist forces by Friday. Concerns
about  reprisals  in  the  wake  of  the  putsch  attempt have  led
Western leaders to call for the exercise of restraint. Nkurunziza
subsequently  sacked  his  defence  and  foreign  ministers.
Seventeen  persons  are  said  to  have  been  arrested,  and  a
number of  patients were killed  as police  stormed a hospital  in
search  of  men  wounded  during  the  coup  attempt.  Protests
resumed once  again  on  Monday  and  demands  made  for  the
postponement  of  elections,  including  from  the  International
Conference  of  the  Great  Lakes  Region,  which  relocated  its
secretariat from the capital. By Thursday, it was announced that
parliamentary elections, due on 26 May, would be postponed until
5  June.  110,000  people  are  said  to  have  fled  Burundi  in  the
course of recent events.

Meanwhile, in the Central African Republic, the Bangui forum has
culminated  in  the  signing  of  a  peace  pact by  nine  out  of  ten
armed groups attending the talks, including ex-seleka FPRC,UPC
and  the  RPRC,  as  well  as  anti-balaka  representatives.  The
agreement seeks the end of hostilities and secure engagement
with  demobilisation,  as  well  as  a  revised  constitution  and  the
establishment of a Special Criminal Court. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo this week, North Kivu's Beni
Mbau sector was the site of yet another massacre attributed to
the ADF on the night of Tuesday 12 May. Thousands of civilians
from the area are said to have fled their homes in response to
calls from the authorities to relocate from remote areas to within
closer  proximity  of  FARDC  positions.  The  Joint  UN  Office  for
Human  Rights  has  said  that  the  ADF  claimed  237  victims
between October and December 2014. MONUSCO has called for
joint action against the group. Meanwhile, the FDLR are said to
be committing abuses against populations in Lubero territory. In
South  Kivu,  the  Raia  Mutomboki  has  reportedly  kidnapped 17
people in Shabunda territory after clashes between the group and
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the FARDC. In Province Orientale, the FARDC has launched an
offensive  against  several  FRPI  positions  in  Ituri  since
Wednesday,  13  May,  reporting  two  militia  men  dead  in  the
operations.  Three  hundred  FRPI  rebels  are  said  to  have
surrendered  to  the  FARDC  and  MONUSCO  in  the  south  of
Bunia.  In  Katanga,  a  joint  MONUSCO-WFP  mission  was
dispatched to Malemba-Nkulu this week to assess the security
and  humanitarian  situation.  Over  30  schools  have  been
destroyed  in  one  groupement  by  fighting  between  Mai-Mai
Mvuende  and  the  FARDC.  Elsewhere,  Martin  Kobler  has
expressed shock over the degree of violence between pygmies
ad Bantu communities in Nyunzu, with over 200 persons killed,
100  homes  burned  and  60  women  raped  over  the  last  five
months, causing over 12,000 persons to be displaced.

Recent IPIS publications

Conflict and Security
Recent news on conflict and security related issues across the Great Lakes Region

ICGLR

Extraordinary  Meeting  of  the  IGLR  Committee  of  Ministers  of  Defence  On  the  Security  and
Humanitarian Situation in the Great Lakes Region | 16 May 2015 | ICGLR
With Special Focus On the Republic of Burundi, the Central African Republic and the Republic of
South Sudan and the threat of terrorism

Lord’s Resistance Army

LRA Regional Update. Central African Republic, DR Congo and South Sudan (January - March
2015) | 19 May 2015 | OCHA | ReliefWeb
The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) continues to be active and a threat to vulnerable communities
in SSD, CAR and DRC. The trend in LRA attacks and deaths has remained constant since 2012,
however a steady increase in number of abductions continues to be reported.
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DRC

DDR

La Monusco salue le lancement du programme DDR3 à Kitona | 16 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Lancement de DRR3 : 12 000 ex-combattants concernés | 18 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Le ministre de Défense, des Anciens combattants et de la Réinsertion, Aimé Ngoy Mukena, a
précédé samedi 16 mai au lancement officiel du processus de Démobilisation, désarmement et
réinsertion, DDR 3, à la base militaire de Kitona (Bas-Congo) en la présence du chef adjoint de
Monusco, David Gressly.

La Monusco promet 6 millions USD pour soutenir le programme DDR3 | 20 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
La Monusco promet d’allouer une enveloppe de 6 millions de dollars américains pour soutenir la
3è phase de l’opération de désarmement, démobilisation et réinsertion (DDR3).

RDC: la Monusco salue le lancement du programme DDR3 à Kitona | 16 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Le ministre de la Défense, des Anciens combattants et de la Réinsertion, Aimé Ngoy Mukena, a
lancé samedi 16 mai le processus de Démobilisation, désarmement et réinsertion, DDR 3, à la
base militaire de Kitona (Bas-Congo) en présence du chef adjoint de Monusco, David Gressly.

MONUSCO press conference
 
CONFERENCE DE PRESSE DES NATIONS UNIES DU MERCREDI 20 MAI 2015 | 20 May 2015 |
MONUSCO

North Kivu

Les FDLR accusés d’exactions au Sud de Lubero | 18 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
La situation reste préoccupante dans plusieurs localités du territoire de Lubero au Nord-Kivu. La
société civile et les activistes des droits de l’homme indiquent que les FDLR/Foca continuent à
commettre des crimes et de graves violations des droits de l’homme contre les populations civiles.
Elles redoutent des révoltes au sein de la population.

RDC: un militaire tué par des hommes armés à Kalehe | 18 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Deux personnes ont été tuées, dont un major FARDC et une femme, et  trois autres militaires
enlevés, lors d’une attaque intervenue dans la nuit de dimanche à lundi 18 mai sur une position de
l’armée  dans  la  localité  de  Kairenge,  territoire  de  Kalehe  (Sud-Kivu).  Selon  des  sources
concordantes, l’attaque a été perpétrée par des hommes armés non autrement identifiés. Ils ont
pillé des biens dans certaines maisons de la localité, avant de partir vers une destination inconnue.
Des patrouilles des FARDC se sont rendues sur les lieux pour essayer d’identifier les assaillants.

New Beni massacre

22 personnes tuées à la machette à Beni | 14 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Un massacre de civils a été perpétré dans la nuit du mardi à mercredi 12 mai par des hommes
armés à Mapiki et Sabu, deux villages du secteur de Beni–Mbau situés à près de 30 Kilomètres au
nord-ouest  de  la  ville  de  Beni  (Nord-Kivu).  Selon  la  société  civile  locale,  une  vingtaine  de
personnes ont  été  tuées  à  la  machette.  Sur  place  le  mot  d’ordre  de  ville  morte  est  toujours
observé.

Assemblée nationale : motion de défiance en préparation contre le ministre de la Défense | 14 May
2015 | Radio Okapi
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Le député de l’opposition, Arsène Muaka a initié mercredi 13 mai une motion de défiance contre le
ministre de la Défense, Aimé Ngoy Mukena qui a déjà recolté une cinquantaine de signatures. Il
déplore les tueries à répétition dans la ville de Beni dans l’Est de la RDC.

Des milliers de villageois fuient leurs domiciles | 15 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Les populations civiles fuient une dizaine de villages où ils vivent dans le secteur de Beni Mbau,
territoire  de Beni,  depuis  jeudi  14 mai.  Selon des sources locales,  ces habitants  répondent  à
l’appel des autorités qui leur demandent de quitter les milieux reculés pour se rapprocher des
positions de l’armée loyaliste. Des massacres à répétition sont perpétrés dans cette région dont
les plus récents ont fait une quarantaine de tués.

Matata Ponyo appelé à une mission d’évaluation après les massacres |  17 May 2015 |  Radio
Okapi
La société civile Beni appelle le Premier ministre Augustin Matata Ponyo et les responsables des
Forces armées de la  RDC (FARDC)  à  effectuer  une mission d’évaluation  sécuritaire  dans ce
territoire du Nord-Kivu, en proie à la criminalité. Le président de cette structure, Gilbert Kambale, a
lancé cet appel, dimanche 17 mai, au lendemain des massacres perpétrés contre les civils par de
présumés rebelles ougandais de l’ADF dans cette partie du pays.

Environ 237 civils tués entre octobre et décembre 2014, selon le BCNUDH | 17 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
Le  Bureau  conjoint  des  Nations  unies  aux  droits  de l’homme (BCNUDH)  accuse les  rebelles
ougandais  de  l’ADF d’avoir  tué,  entre  octobre  et  décembre  2014,  environ  237  civils  dans  le
territoire de Beni (Nord-Kivu). 

Beni: des jeunes interceptent un camion suspecté de transporter des machettes | 18 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
Une vive tension a régné dimanche 17 mai dans la soirée à Kasabinyole, quartier de la commune
de Mulekera, au centre-ville de Beni (Nord-Kivu). Selon des sources locales, les jeunes affirment
avoir intercepté dans l’enceinte de la Salle  du Royaume des témoins de Jéhovah un véhicule
transportant  des  machettes  et  des  haches  qui  devaient  servir,  selon  eux,  à  poser  des  actes
criminels. Les sources sécuritaires ne confirment pas cette version mais parlent plutôt d’articles
divers appartenant à l’ONG OXFAM et aux témoins de Jéhovah.

La Monusco appelle à des actions conjointes avec les FARDC contre les ADF | 19 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
Le commandant adjoint des forces de la Monusco, le général Jean Baillaud, appelle à des actions
militaire conjointes avec les Forces armées de la RDC contre les rebelles ougandais des ADF afin
de prévenir les massacres des civiles à Beni dans le Nord-Kivu. Il a lancé cet appel mardi 19 mai
après  sa visite  dans plusieurs  villages  et  localités  victimes  des  massacres  des civils  dans le
territoire de Beni.

Jamil Mukulu

Jamil  Mukulu  -  Behind  the  Many  Unanswered  Questions |  17  May  2015  |  The  Independent
(Kampala) | AllAfrica
The arrest in Tanzania of the elusive Jamil Mukulu, leader of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
should bring to a close almost 20 years of the group's quiet terror not only in Uganda but in the
region. But any sense of excitement over the arrest in in Dar es Salaam in April has been mellowed
by unexpected challenges around procedures for his extradition to Uganda. For most Ugandans
and the world, the ADF is known by what it did on June 9, 1998 at Kichwamba National Technical
Institute in then-Kaborole district  in Western Uganda. On that day, at about 5:30 am, the ADF
rebels attacked the school with plans to abduct the students.
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Who Is Jamil Mukulu? | 17 May 2015 | The Independent (Kampala) | AllAfrica
Jamil Mukulu was probably 34-years old when he and others set up the Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF) in 1995 to fight the Uganda government. Mukulu, who was initially a Catholic and critical of
the  Islam,  became  a  hardliner  when  he  converted  after  he  was  exposed  to  Tabliq  Jamaat
teachings. He is believed to have spent the early 1990s in Khartoum in Sudan, where he allegedly
became close to al-Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden and several other Islamists who had taken
refuge there.

South Kivu

Shabunda : les Raïa Mutomboki prennent en otage 17 personnes à Lukala | 14 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
Les miliciens Raïa Mutomboki ont pris en otage, mercredi 13 mai, dix-sept personnes à Lukala,
une localité située près de l’aérodrome de Tshonka, à plus de 85 Km de Shabunda au Sud-Kivu.
La  société  civile  qui  livre  cette  information  indique  que  personnes,  dont  des  élèves,  ont  été
enlevées après des affrontements entre ce groupe et les Forces armées de la RDC.

Affrontements entre FARDC et Raïa Mutomboki à Shabunda | 16 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Les  Raïa  Mutomboki  commandé  par  un  certain  Clément  de  la  faction  Kabazimya  ont  pris
possession  du  beach  Lugulu  tôt  ce  samedi  16  mai  matin.  D’autres  localités  du  territoire  de
Shabunda sont encerclées par les miliciens, accusés de violences sexuelles sur plusieurs femmes
dans la région.

Province Orientale

Les FARDC lancent une offensive contre plusieurs positions de la FRPI en Ituri | 15 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
L’armée  congolaise  a  lancé  depuis  mercredi  13  mai  dernier  une  offensive  contre  plusieurs
positions des miliciens de la Force de résistance patriotique en Ituri (FRPI) dans la chefferie de
Walendu Bindi en territoire d’Irumu, Province Orientale. Le bilan provisoire de cet assaut fait état
de deux miliciens tués et un militaire blessé, selon le commandant second du secteur opérationnel
des Forces armées de la RDC (FARDC) en Ituri.

Reddition d’environ 300 miliciens de la FRPI en Ituri | 18 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Environ  300  miliciens  de  la  Force  de  résistance  patriotique  de  l’Ituri  (FRPI)  se  sont  rendus,
dimanche 17 mai, aux Forces armées de la RDC (FARDC) et à la Monusco, à Bukiringi, localité
située  au  Sud  de  Bunia,  chef-lieu  de  l’Ituri  (Province  Orientale).  Le  nouveau  chef  de  ces
combattants, Mbadu Adirodu, a affirmé que d’autres miliciens suivront cette vague pour déposer
les armes. Des sources militaires de la région indiquent que la première colonne de miliciens FRPI
a été aperçue dimanche à Bukiringi aux environs de 13 heures locales.

Katanga

12 miliciens de Kyungu «Gédéon» se rendent aux FARDC | 14 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Douze miliciens de Kyungu Mutanga alias Gédéon se sont rendus mardi dernier à la base des
Forces  armées  de  la  RDC  à  Kyubo  à  plus  de   200  km   de  Lubumbashi  au  Katanga.  Le
commandant de la deuxième zone de défense, le général Jean Claude Kifwa, les a présentés jeudi
14 mai à la presse. Parmi eux se trouve un général autoproclamé. Les mauvaises conditions de
vie en brousse seraient l’une des raisons  de leur reddition aux forces loyales.

Lubumbashi : des hommes armés attaquent le domicile d’un député de l’Unafec | 14 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
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Des hommes armés ont attaqué dans la nuit  de mardi 19 à mercredi  20 mai la résidence du
député provincial Jacques Kabanda de l’Union nationale des fédéralistes du Congo (Unafec). Lui
et trois membres de sa famille, dont son épouse, sont grièvement blessés par balles, a indiqué
Séraphin  Sango,  commissaire  supérieur  de  la  police  de  la  cellule  de  sécurité  au  ministère
provincial de l’Intérieur. Les faits se sont produits au quartier Kaponda-Nord  dans la commune
Katuba à Lubumbashi (Katanga).

Des militaires tirent en l’air pour réclamer leurs soldes | 15 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Le calme est revenu dans la cité de Mitwaba à plus de 440 km de Lubumbashi, après une série de
coups de feu survenus dans la nuit de mercredi à jeudi 14 mai. D’après plusieurs sources, des
militaires FARDC en furie qui réclamaient leurs soldes ont tiré à balles réelles. Le bilan fait état
d’un militaire tué et d’un autre blessé. 

Mai-mai/FARDC clashes in Malemba Nkulu

Katanga : la Monusco et le Pam évaluent la situation sécuritaire à Malemba Nkulu | 20 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
Une mission conjointe Monusco  et  Programme alimentaire mondial  (Pam) séjourne depuis  le
week-end dernier dans le groupement de Kabumbulu en territoire de Malemba Nkulu au Katanga.
Le but de leur mission est d’évaluer la situation sécuritaire et humanitaire après les affrontements
survenus au mois de mars dernier entre les Maï-Maï conduits par Mvuende et les éléments de la
Police nationale congolaise (PNC).

Malemba Nkulu: 30 écoles détruites suite aux combats entre FARDC et miliciens | 20 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
Plus de trente écoles du groupement Kabumbulu dans le territoire de Malemba Nkulu au Katanga
ne  fonctionnent  plus  depuis  le  mois  de  mars  dernier.  Cette  situation  est  consécutive  aux
affrontements  entre  les  miliciens  Maï-Maï  du  seigneur  de  guerre  Mvuende  et  les  FARDC  à
Kabumbulu-centre. Plusieurs familles ont trouvé refuge en brousse et dans les villages voisins. Le
chef de groupement plaide pour la pacification de son entité pour permettre aux nombreux élèves
concernés d’accéder à l’instruction.

Pygmy/Bantu conflict in Nyunzu

Martin Kobler «choqué» par le degré de violence entre pygmées et bantous à Nyunzu | 20 May
2015 | Radio Okapi
Le représentant spécial du secrétaire général de l’ONU en RDC, Martin Kobler, s’est dit choqué
par le degré de violence dans le conflit qui oppose les populations pygmées et bantous à Nyunzu
dans le Nord du Katanga. Ce conflit aurait fait plus de deux cents morts en l’espace de cinq mois.

Plus de 200 morts dans le conflit entre pygmées et bantus | 20 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Plus de deux cents morts, une centaine de maisons incendiées est une soixantaine de femmes ont
été violées en l’espace de cinq mois au cours du conflit qui oppose les bantous aux pygmées à
Nyunzu dans le Nord du Katanga. Ces violences ont provoqué le déplacement de douze milles
personnes qui ont été contraintes d’abandonner leurs domiciles.

Rwanda

Rwanda, Uganda Agree On Border Security | 20 May 2015 | News of Rwanda | AllAfrica
Security personnel and administrators in eastern Rwanda and western Uganda have agreed to set
up a joint security team to monitor the common border
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Burundi

Attempted coup d’etat

The ambiguous coup | 14 May 2015 | Daily Maverick
While President Pierre Nkurunziza was stuck in Dar es Salaam tweeting up a storm, his former
intelligence chief was busy taking over the country. Many welcomed the coup, celebrating in the
streets of Bujumbura, but it’s far from clear who (if anyone) actually controls Burundi – or what it
means for the country’s fragile democracy.

The unfolding crisis of presidential succession in central Africa  | 14 May 2015 | Pambazuka News
Pierre Nkurunziza is neither the first nor the only head of state in Africa’s Great Lakes region to
seek  another  term of  office  against  provisions  of  the  constitution.  Uganda’s  Yoweri  Museveni
orchestrated the removal of term limits from the constitution altogether. DR Congo and Rwanda’s
presidents both want an extension of their regimes.

What Now for Burundi? Five Key Risks | 14 May 2015 | IRIN | AllAfrica
Hours before an army general in Burundi announced he had relieved President Pierre Nkurunziza
of  his  duties,  a small  group of  experts  were making predictions before a packed audience in
Nairobi.

From ethnicized militarism to militant civilians | 14 May 2015 | Pambazuka News
The argument pushed by Nkurunziza and his backers for a third presidential term is unconvincing.
This, and the fact that many people have really not enjoyed the fruits of peace under his 10-year
rule, is what has galvanized relentless opposition to the regime.

Why Burundians took to the streets | 14 May 2015 | Pambazuka News
The protests occurred against a backdrop of sustained political and economic marginalisation by
the Nkurunziza regime and widespread fear. Protest leaders successfully tapped into individual
discontent and anxieties generated by exclusion and repression by a violent dictatorship.

No to coup, no to third term | 14 May 2015 | Pambazuka News
President  Nkurunziza,  a former rebel  leader,  has run Burundi  according to the only  model  he
knows: an authoritarian, predatory and aid-dependent regime. But this week's coup against him
must  be  condemned.  The  African  Union  and  the  continent’s  leading  nations  must  support
Burundians to attain democracy.

Burundi: tentative de coup d’Etat militaire, le président hors du pays | 14 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Burundi: violents combats à Bujumbura, au lendemain d’une tentative de coup d’Etat | 14 May
2015 | Radio Okapi
Burundi: accalmie à Bujumbura, les putschistes disent contrôler la majorité de la ville | 14 May
2015 | Radio Okapi
Le violents combats ont éclaté jeudi matin autour du siège de la télévision nationale à Bujumbura
entre militaires loyalistes et putschistes au lendemain d’une tentative de coup d’Etat  contre le
président burundais Pierre Nkurunziza, en déplacement à l’étranger, selon des témoins et sources
militaires. Selon les témoins, les combats à la mitrailleuse lourde et au lance-roquettes ont éclaté
autour des locaux de la télévision et de la radio nationales, toujours sous le contrôle des partisans
du président Nkurunziza.

Burundi coup defeated, but troubles far from over | 16 May 2015 | AFP | ReliefWeb
Burundi's President Pierre Nkurunziza was in a confident, defiant mood as his motorcade rolled
back into the capital Bujumbura following a failed coup, cheered by supporters and safely under
the watch of loyalist troops who fought off the uprising.
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International responses to Burundi crisis

UN chief urges restraint, condemns all attempts to oust elected governments by military force | 14
May 2015 | UN News
Calling urgently for calm and restraint in Burundi, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
today condemned all attempts to oust elected governments by military force and appealed to the
country’s political and security leaders to “clearly and openly reject the use of violence, refrain from
acts of revenge, and rein in their militants.”

Burundi: l’ONU s’inquiète des représailles après le coup d’Etat manqué | 15 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
L’ONU s’inquiète des risques de représailles au Burundi  à la  suite du coup d’Etat manqué et
souhaiterait que le respect des droits de l’homme soit davantage surveillé dans le pays, a indiqué
vendredi le porte-parole adjoint des Nations unies Farhan Haq.

State Dept. On Developments in Burundi | 14 May 2015 | U.S. Department Of State | AllAfrica
The United States is deeply concerned by today's developments in Burundi. We call on all parties
to immediately end the violence, to exercise restraint, and above all to prioritize peace in Burundi.
We support East African Community leaders' call today for peaceful, democratic elections in line
with Burundi's electoral laws and the spirit of the Arusha Agreement.

The African Union reaffirms the imperative and urgency of dialogue and consensus in Burundi | 16
May 2015 | African Union | ReliefWeb
The  Chairperson  of  the  Commission  of  the  African  Union  (AU)  continues  to  monitor  the
developments in Burundi closely.  Recalling the principled rejection by the AU of any seizure of
power by force, as well as her press release of 13 May 2015 and the communiqué issued by the
Peace and Security Council (PSC) on 14 May 2015, she notes the return to constitutional order in
Burundi following the attempted coup of 13 May 2015.

Arusha-Based Lawyers' Body Tells Nkurunzinza to Call it Quits | 16 May 2015 | Arusha Times |
AllAfrica
The Arusha-based East Africa Law Society has sent an open letter to the President of the Republic
of Burundi, Mr Pierre Nkurunziza urging him to respect the Constitution of his country and refrain
from running for the third term.

The Observer view on how Burundi’s fate has lessons across Africa | 17 May 2015 | The Guardian
It could be argued that what happens in Burundi does not matter much in the overall scheme of
things. But to say so would be wrong. This small central African country, the scene last week of a
thwarted military coup, has struggled to establish democratic institutions after a long civil war that
ended, not wholly convincingly, in 2005. It was important, and not just for Burundians, that their
brittle  bid  for  responsible,  accountable  self-governance  not  be  hijacked  by  a  bunch  of  self-
interested, bumbling generals, as has happened so often elsewhere.

Council conclusions on Burundi | 18 May 2015 | Council of the European Union
The EU condemns the attempted coup in Burundi and also any act of violence or abuse of the
constitutional order, whoever the perpetrators may be, and points out that the African Union has
stated that it is vital for all Burundian stakeholders to settle their disputes by peaceful means.

ICGLR Leaders Condemn Coup Attempt in Burundi | 18 May 2015 | Angola Press | AllAfrica
The leaders of the member states of the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region
(ICGLR) condemned on Monday in Luanda the recent attempted military coup in the Republic of
Burundi.
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Communiqué de Presse | 19 May 2015 | Présidence - République du Burundi | Facebook
La  Présidence  du  Burundi  voudrait  porter  à  la  connaissance  de  tous  que  depuis  la  fin  des
opérations militaires de rétablissement de l'ordre constitutionnel, le Gouvernement ainsi que ses
différents  services  n'ont  et  n'auront  jamais  de plan de "vengeance",  comme nous le  lisons et
entendons ici et là. 

ICGLR Wants Burundi Elections Postponed | 19 May 2015 | The New Times (Kigali) | AllAfrica
Heads of State from the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) have called
for the postponement of Burundi elections, which are scheduled for June 26.

L'envoyé de l'ONU insiste auprès du Président sur la nécessité d'un dialogue politique | 19 May
2015 | UN News
En visite au Burundi, l'Envoyé spécial du Secrétaire général pour la région des Grands Lacs, Saïd
Djinnit,  a rencontré mardi le Président Pierre Nkurunziza, une semaine après une tentative de
coup d'Etat, et a insisté auprès de lui sur la nécessité d'un dialogue politique. 
Emergency Meeting of the Ministers of EAC Affairs On Burundi Held in Arusha, United Republic of
Tanzania | 18 May 2015 | East African Community | AllAfrica
The Ministers of East African Community Affairs on 18th May 2015 in Arusha, held an emergency
meeting to address matters emerging in the Republic of Burundi.

ICGLR Secretariat to Relocate From Burundi | 19 May 2015 | The New Times (Kigali) | AllAfrica
Burundi will temporarily lose it role as host to the secretariat of the International Conference on the
Great Lakes Region (ICGLR), a measure taken to ensure the safety and security of staff and the
continued effective functioning of the organisation.

Post-coup fallout

Amid ‘extremely tense situation’ in Burundi,  UN rights chief warns against reprisals in wake of
failed coup | 15 May 2015 | UN News
The United Nations human rights chief has voiced concern over the developments in Burundi over
the past two days following a reportedly failed coup d’état in the country’s capital and urged all
armed forces and non-state actors to refrain from actions that may endanger civilians.

Ce qu'il faut retenir au soir de l'échec du coup d'État | 15 May 2015 | Jeune Afrique
Alors que les putschistes ont déposé les armes vendredi matin, le président Pierre Nkurunziza a
semble-t-il  repris  la  main  sur  la  situation  au Burundi.  Le  général  Godefroid  Niyombare serait
toujours en fuite. Le point sur la situation au soir du 15 mai.

United States Warns Against Violence in Burundi | 15 May 2015 | U.S. Department Of State |
AllAfrica
The United States is alarmed by reports of retaliatory attacks in Burundi following the attempted
unlawful seizure of power on May 13 and the growing risk of greater violence and atrocities. The
United States urgently calls on President Nkurunziza to condemn and stop the use of violence by
the police and the ruling party's Imbonerakure youth militias against  those who participated in
protests against a third term.

Burundi Police Shoot Fighters On Hospital Beds | 16 May 2015 | Al Jazeera | AllAfrica
Police stormed a hospital in Burundi's capital, shot and killed patients as they searched for men
injured in clashes that erupted when a senior army officer announced an attempted takeover of the
government, a doctor said.

Arrests Linked to Failed Coup in Burundi | 16 May 2015 | VoA
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Burundi’s  government  arrested  at  least  17  people  Saturday  in  connection  with  a  failed  coup
attempt to overthrow the country's president a day earlier.

Burundi elections may be delayed after coup bid | 17 May 2015 | AFP | ReliefWeb
Parliamentary and presidential elections due to take place in Burundi in May and June could be
delayed  in  the  wake of  the  coup attempt  against  President  Pierre  Nkurunziza,  his  office  said
Sunday. Asked if elections would go ahead as scheduled, Willy Nyamitwe, a close aide to the
president,  replied  that  delays  had  happened  in  the  past  and  that  the  central  African  nation's
election commission "could decide to delay" the polls.

Craintes de représailles au lendemain de la tentative de putsch | 17 May 2015 | Jeune Afrique
Journalistes  contraints  de se "mettre à  l'abri",  craintes  de représailles  contre  les manifestants
opposés à Pierre Nkurunziza : le pouvoir burundais était accusé samedi de vouloir étouffer toute
contestation après le putsch manqué, dont certains meneurs ont été entendus par le parquet.

Burundi coup troops 'hunted in hospital' | 17 May 2015 | AFP | ReliefWeb
Troops loyal to Burundi's president hunted rival soldiers in a hospital during fighting provoked by a
coup in the central African nation, leading to the partial destruction of the health facility, witnesses
and security sources said.

'It's Me or Al-Shabab,' Says Burundi's Nkurunziza  | 17 May 2015 | Al Jazeera | AllAfrica
Pierre Nkurunziza, the Burundi president, says he has been battling a threat from al-Shabab, in his
first appearance in the capital since last week's attempted coup against his government.

Burundi's president dismisses key ministers  | 18 May 2015 | Al Jazeera
Burundi President Pierre Nkurunziza has dismissed his defence and foreign ministers after last
week's failed military coup, according to a presidential spokesperson.

Remaniement ministériel : un civil à la tête du ministère de la défense | 20 May 2015 | IWACU
C’est officiel Emmanuel Ntahomvukiye est le deuxième civil dans l’histoire du Burundi à prendre
les rênes de ce ministère. Ce magistrat qui a été membre de la Cour spéciale des Terres et autres
Biens et président de la Cour anti-corruption succède au Général-Major Pontien Gaciyubwenge,
tombé en disgrâce aujourd’hui. 

Renewed protests

Après l'échec du coup d'Etat, les opposants au 3e mandat espèrent remobiliser leurs troupes | 18
May 2015 | AFP | ReliefWeb
Les  manifestations  vont-elles  reprendre?  Les  opposants  à  un  troisième  mandat  du  président
burundais  Pierre  Nkurunziza  espéraient  lundi  à  Bujumbura  remobiliser  leurs  troupes après  la
désillusion  de  l'échec  du  coup  d'Etat,  appelant  à  de  nouvelles  manifestations  massives  et
pacifiques.
 
Protest Level 'Increasing Again' in Burundi | 19 May 2015 | DW | AllAfrica
Burundi police fire teargas at protesters as 110,000 flee country | 19 May 2015 | The Guardian
After a failed coup in Burundi, street protests are reported to be growing again. Police fired teargas
and beat demonstrators opposed to President Nkurunziza's bid for a third term.

Opération de police dans le quartier contestataire de Musaga | 20 May 2015 | AFP | ReliefWeb
Une opération  de  police  était  en  cours  mercredi  en  début  d'après-midi  à  Bujumbura  dans le
quartier  contestataire  de  Musaga,  pour  tenter  de  disperser  plus  d'un  millier  de  manifestants
hostiles au président Pierre Nkurunziza, a constaté un journaliste de l'AFP.
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Burundi soldier shot dead by police during protests | 20 May 2015 | BBC
A soldier in Burundi has been shot dead by a policeman during a demonstration in the capital,
Bujumbura. A witness told the BBC the soldier was hit by accident after police starting shooting at
demonstrators.

President Urges Ethnic Harmony, Downplays Unrest | 20 May 2015 | DW | AllAfrica
President Nkurunziza has called on Hutus and Tutsis not to renew the ethnic violence. Despite
violence in the capital, and a failed coup attempt, the president said that "99.99 percent" of Burundi
was peaceful.

Ex-Burundi Presidents, Activists Appeal for Help | 21 May 2015 | The New Times | AllAfrica
Two former presidents of Burundi,  opposition members, civil  society and women activists have
appealed to regional leaders and the international community to urgently help bring an end to the
current violence in their country.

L’armée burundaise appelée à la cohésion dans ses rangs | 21 May 2015 | VoA
Le  nouveau  ministre  de  la  Défense  burundais  et  son  chef  d'état-major  ont  appelé  l'armée
burundaise à "la cohésion", et demandé aux militaires toujours en fuite une semaine après le coup
d'Etat manqué contre le président Pierre Nkurunziza, de "rejoindre leurs unités".

Postponement of parliamentary elections

Burundi to Postpone Local, Parliamentary Elections 1 Week | 20 May 2015 | VoA
Burundi president delays parliamentary polls as clashes continue  | 20 May 2015 | The Guardian
Burundi's  President  Pierre  Nkurunziza  delayed parliamentary  and local  elections  until  June 2,
following weeks of protests and a coup attempt.

Uganda

ADF in Uganda – Jamil Mukulu

Jamil  Mukulu  -  Behind  the  Many  Unanswered  Questions |  17  May  2015  |  The  Independent
(Kampala) | AllAfrica
The arrest in Tanzania of the elusive Jamil Mukulu, leader of the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
should bring to a close almost 20 years of the group's quiet terror not only in Uganda but in the
region. But any sense of excitement over the arrest in in Dar es Salaam in April has been mellowed
by unexpected challenges around procedures for his extradition to Uganda. For most Ugandans
and the world, the ADF is known by what it did on June 9, 1998 at Kichwamba National Technical
Institute in then-Kaborole district  in Western Uganda. On that day, at about 5:30 am, the ADF
rebels attacked the school with plans to abduct the students.

Who Is Jamil Mukulu? | 17 May 2015 | The Independent (Kampala) | AllAfrica
Jamil Mukulu was probably 34-years old when he and others set up the Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF) in 1995 to fight the Uganda government. Mukulu, who was initially a Catholic and critical of
the  Islam,  became  a  hardliner  when  he  converted  after  he  was  exposed  to  Tabliq  Jamaat
teachings. He is believed to have spent the early 1990s in Khartoum in Sudan, where he allegedly
became close to al-Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden and several other Islamists who had taken
refuge there.

Ugandan Rebel Leader 'Owns Properties in Tanzania' | 18 May 2015 | Tanzania Daily News (Dar
es Salaam) | AllAfrica
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THE leader of the Congo-based Ugandan Islamist rebel group Allied Democratic Forces (ADF),
Sheikh  Jamil  Mukulu,  possesses  a  number  of  properties  in  Tanzania,  police  have  confirmed.
Director of Criminal Investigations (DCI) Diwani Athumani confirmed the above to the 'Daily News'
in Dar es Salaam but could not go into more detail, including mentioning the number of properties,
saying investigations into the matter were in progress.

Cluster munitions workshop

Kampala hosts East African Community countries on cluster bomb ban | 19 May 2015 |  Norwegian
People’s Aid
Strong commitment to the global ban on cluster munitions was voiced during a meeting of East
African Community (EAC) countries in Kampala, Uganda on Tuesday. The workshop on the 2008
Convention on Cluster Munitions for EAC countries was hosted by the Embassy of  Norway in
Kampala  with  support  from  Uganda  Landmine  Survivors  Association  (ULSA)  and  Norwegian
People’s Aid (NPA).

Central African Republic

Child soldiers

UN-facilitated accord leads to release of some 350 children in Central African Republic | 14 May
2015 | UN News
In  the  single  largest  release  of  children  associated  with  armed  groups  in  the  Central  African
Republic since violence erupted there some two years ago, some 350 children have been freed
following an agreement facilitated by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) that will allow
them and thousands of others to reclaim their lives and resume their childhood.

Bangui forum peace pact

Can new pact bring peace to the CAR? | 15 May 2015 | IRIN News | ReliefWeb
Can the Central African Republic finally turn the page on decades of instability and conflict? Rebel
groups and militias have signed a new peace pact aimed at putting the horrific violence of the past
few years behind them.

Security Council welcomes Central African Republic national forum, urges implementation of peace
pact | 16 May 2015 | UN News
The Security Council has welcomed the recent national reconciliation forum held in the Central
African Republic (CAR) and the inclusive, grassroots-level manner in which the consultations were
carried  out,  particularly  by  ensuring  the  participation  of  women,  and  called  on  the  country's
Transitional Authorities, with the support of the United Nations, to speedily implement the forum's
outcomes.

Le non du MRPMC au Forum de Bangui | 16 May 2015 | Africa Info (Douala) | AllAfrica
Gouvernement et les groupes armés se déroulent dans la capitale centrafricaine (Bangui) depuis
le  4  au  11  Mai  sous  l'égide  de  la  communauté  internationale,  MINUSCA,  UA,  UE,  CEEAC,
CEMAC.

Le pays peut-il tourner la page sur des décennies d'instabilité et de conflit? | 19 May 2015 | IRIN |
AllAfrica
Plusieurs groupes rebelles et milices ont signé un nouvel accord de paix visant à mettre derrière
eux les violences qui ont marqué les dernières années.
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Humanitarian News
Non-comprehensive  overview  of  humanitarian  news,  including  IDP and  refugee  issues,
across the Great Lakes Region

DRC

Humanitarian Bulletins and reports

Bulletin d'Information Humanitaire - Province Orientale N°13, 12 mai 2015 | 12 May 2015 | OCHA |
ReliefWeb

IDPs

Katanga: Ocha plaide pour une assistance sans distinction aux déplacés à Nyunzu | 17 May 2015 |
Radio Okapi
Le représentant d’Ocha à Nyunzu, Roger Mwamba, souhaite que les 8 000 déplacés bantous et
les  4000  pygmées  bénéficient  tous  des  vivres  de  la  part  des  humanitaires.  Sur  place,  le
Programme alimentaire mondial (Pam) distribue de la farine de maïs alors que l’ONG américaine
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) a installé une clinique mobile pour des soins de santé.

Rwanda

Humanitarian Bulletins and reports

Rwanda Emergency Update -   Burundi Refugee Influx 11 - 17 May 2015 | 17 May 2015 | UNHCR |
ReliefWeb
http://reliefweb.int/report/rwanda/burundian-refugees-daily-updates-19-may-2015
Burundian refugees daily  updates -  19 May 2015 |  19  May  2015 |  Government  of  Rwanda |
ReliefWeb

Burundi

Humanitarian Bulletins and reports

Burundi Flash Update | 14 May 2015 | UNHCR 

UNHCR Says More Than 105,000 Refugees Have Fled Violence in  Burundi |  15 May 2015 |
UNHCR | AllAfrica

Displacement of Burundians into neighbouring countries (as of 18 May 2015) | 18 May 2015 |
UNHCR | ReliefWeb

Population movement from Burundi into Tanzania as of 20 May 2015 | 20 May 2015 | International
Federation of Red Cross And Red Crescent Societies | ReliefWeb
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Central African Republic

Humanitarian Bulletins and reports

Rapport de situation No. 54 (au 13 mai 2015) | 13/05/2015 | OCHA

Justice and Tribunals 
Selected articles on criminal justice proceedings regarding crimes committed in the Great
Lakes Region

DRC

Formation des agents des brigades foncières à Goma | 17 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Le Programme d’appui au renforcement de la justice dans l’Est de la RDC (Parej) a lancé, jeudi 14
mai, une formation en faveur des agents de l’administration foncière du Nord et Sud-Kivu.

Detention and trial of activists

Les avocats de Kyaviro déplorent la détention prolongée de leur client | 15 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
Les avocats de l’opposant Jean-Louis Ernest Kyaviro déplorent la prolongation de la détention de
leur client à la prison centrale de Makala. Ils l’ont affirmé vendredi 15 mai lors de l’audience en
appel en chambre de conseil devant le Tribunal de grande instance de la Gombe. Pour eux, il
n’existe aucun « indice sérieux de culpabilité » pour détenir l’ancien député du RCD/KML.

Fred Baumba comparait devant le tribunal de Ngaliema | 16 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
Le collectif des avocats de l’activiste Fred Bauma plaide pour que le dossier de son client soit
classé sans suite par les juges, estimant qu’il  n’y a pas d’indices de culpabilité. Le militant du
mouvement Lutte pour le changement (Lucha) a comparu vendredi 15 mai devant le tribunal de
paix de Ngaliema. Il est poursuivi, avec un webmaster, pour attentat à la vie du chef de l’Etat,
complot et trahison.

Death penality for Manoti

Le bandit « Manoti » et ses co-accusés condamnés à la peine de mort | 18 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
Le  tribunal  de  garnison  de  Goma  siégeant  en  chambre  foraine  à  Rutshuru  (Nord-Kivu)  a
condamné Jean-Emmanuel  Biritsho alias « Manoti  » et  dix de ses co-accusés.  Le verdict  est
tombé lundi  18 mai  devant  une foule nombreuse et  sous la  haute  surveillance des forces de
sécurité. « Manoti » et ses acolytes sont poursuivis pour divers crimes dont le kidnapping d’une
soixantaine de civils dans le territoire de Rutshuru.

Satisfecit  du  Gouverneur  Julien  Paluku  pour  la  condamnation  à  la  peine  capitale  de  Jean
Emmanuel Biritsho alias Manoti | 20 May 2015 | DigitalCongo
Il  s’agit  d’un  «  Monsieur  qui  a  causé  beaucoup  de  pertes  en vies  humaines  en  territoire  de
Rutshuru », a rappelé l’Autorité provinciale qui a salué la décision du Tribunal militaire garnison de
Goma qui l’a condamné à la peine capitale.
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Rwanda

Bandora Sentenced to 30 Years for Genocide | 16 May 2015 | New Times (Kigali) | AllAfrica
The specialised chamber for international crimes at the High Court, yesterday, handed a thirty-year
imprisonment to Charles Bandora for his role in the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi.

Suspected FDLR members convicted

Two FDLR Terror Suspects Convicted, Get Life Sentence | 15 May 2015 | New Times (Kigali) |
AllAfrica
Musanze High Court  on Thursday sentenced two people  to  life  imprisonment  after  they  were
convicted for working with a militia group, the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda
(FDLR), to launch terror attacks on the Rwandan territory.

Fourteen FDLR Terror Suspects Found Guilty, Two Get Life in Jail | 16 May 2015 | New Times
(Kigali) | AllAfrica
Fourteen suspects linked to the DR Congo-based FDLR militia group have been found guilty, with
two of them getting life imprisonment while the others were sentenced to varying jail terms. Two
others were absolved of any criminal responsibility and acquitted.

Presidential Nominations for Supreme Court 

Supreme Court Gets Three More Judges | 15 May 2015 | New Times (Kigali) | AllAfrica
Three Nominated to Supreme Court | 16 May 2015 | New Times (Kigali) | AllAfrica
An extraordinary cabinet meeting, held yesterday at Village Urugwiro, approved the nomination of
three judges to the Supreme Court bench, increasing the number of the judges to 19.

Burundi

Alleged Burundi Coup Leaders Appear in Court | 17 May 2015 | Al Jazeera | AllAfrica
Seventeen alleged coup leaders have appeared before a prosecutor in Burundi, their lawyer said,
the day after the failure of an attempt to overthrow the country's president.

Natural resource exploitation, governance and trade
Minerals, energy (oil & gas, hydro and solar), poaching, logging, foreign investment, trade,
environmental issues

DRC

Illegal logging

SOS contre l’exploitation illégale du bois | 16 May 2015 | Radio Okapi
La coalition nationale pour l’exploitation illégale du bois dénonce l’ampleur de la coupe illégale de
bois au Bandundu. Plus de 300 grumes Wenge d’une valeur de plus de 5 millions de dollars
américains ont été découverts sur différents sites d’exploitations dans cette province.

Encore un cas de scandale de la fraude des ressources congolaises via l’Ouganda : près de 500
M3 de bois congolais intercepté à la frontière de ce pays | 20 May 2015 | DigitalCongo
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Le fléau de la fraude des ressources congolaises a la peau dure puisque il vient encore d’être
démantelé  des  coriaces  réseaux  de  trafiquants  des ressources  congolaises  transitant  par  les
frontières de l’Ouganda.

Mining

Le Sénat préoccupé par la fraude minière | 19 May 2015 | DigitalCongo
La question orale avec débat de l’Ingénieur civil des mines David Mutamba Dibwe, qui avait visé
trois ministres, s’est finalement muée en un procès de la gestion de presque 10 ans de pouvoir de
Martin  Kabwelulu  au  3ème niveau  de  l’immeuble  de  l’ex-SOZACOM,  siège  du  ministère  des
Mines.

Les Sénateurs dénoncent le « poto-poto » dans les mines  | 19 May 2015 | LePhare | AllAfrica
Trois ministres ont été entendus, hier lundi 18 mai au Sénat, à la faveur de la question orale avec
débat  du  sénateur  Mutamba  Dibwe  David  relative  aux  droits,  taxes  et  redevances  payés  à
l'exportation  des  produits  miniers  marchands.  Il  s'agit  des  ministres  des  Finances  Henri  Yav
Muland, des Mines Martin Kabwelulu, et du Commerce Mme Ngudianza Bayokisa.

Le sénateur Djoli dénonce un secteur minier « abandonné à une économie de pillage international
» en RDC   | 19 May 2015 | Le Potentiel | AllAfrica
Le  sénateur  Jacques  Djoli  a  dénoncé  lundi  18  mai  2015  à  Kinshasa  un  secteur  minier  «
abandonné  à  une  économie  de  pillage  intentionnel  »  en  République  démocratique  du  Congo
(RDC), à la suite de la question orale avec débat adressée par le sénateur David Mutamba Dibwe
aux ministres des Finances, des Mines et du Commerce extérieur.

Le sénateur Mokonda Bonza dénonce l'octroi désordonné des carrés miniers en RD Congo | 20
May 2015 | Le Potentiel
Le sénateur Mokonda Bonza a dénoncé lundi 19 mai 2015 à Kinshasa « le désordre dans l'octroi
des carrés miniers partout dans les territoires » de la RD Congo. « Notre Commission d'enquête
(du Sénat) avait déploré l'octroi des carrés miniers sur l'ensemble du pays, en dépit du non respect
de l'environnement », a-t-il indiqué.

La taxe du Commerce extérieur déclarée illégale | 20 May 2015 | DigitalCongo
Un document du ministère du Commerce déclare illégale la taxe que perçoivent les agents de ce
ministère particulièrement auprès des opérateurs économiques de la province du Katanga, cela
ressort de l’intervention du ministre Nefertiti Ngudianza Bayokisa devant les sénateurs au cours
d’une question orale qui lui était posée sur cette taxe.

India eyes mineral exploration, procurement deals from Congo | 14 May 2015 | Business Standard
(New Delhi)
India has expressed keen interest in having a "mutually beneficial" relationship with Democratic
Republic  of  Congo (DRC) in  exploration as well  as procurement  of  various minerals  from the
African nation. 

Plus de 265 000 tonnes de cuivre produites entre janvier et mars 2015 | 20 May 2015 | Radio
Okapi
La production du cuivre de la RDC a atteint plus de deux cent soixante-cinq mille tonnes entre
janvier et mars 2015. 

Rwanda

Police Caution Against Illegal Mining Activities | 20 May 2015 | The New Times | AllAfrica
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Police  have  warned  against  illegal  mining  activities,  which  increase  the  risk  of  fatalities  from
disasters.

Burundi

Rare Earth Deal in Burundi Criticized Amid Political Turmoil | 13 May 2015 | Deutsche Welle
German company ThyssenKrupp Metallurgical Products has been given exploitation rights for rare
earths in Burundi - a country in turmoil over President Pierre Nkurunziza's bid for a third term.

Uganda

Uranium

The Nuclear Industry Explained | 14 May 2015 | Oil in Uganda | AllAfrica
Oil in Uganda will  run a four-part series on the nuclear industry for our readers to get a better
understanding of it as Uganda pushes ahead with plans to exploit its uranium resources for nuclear
energy. In this first part, we explain the complex nature of uranium exploitation, breaking it down to
the basics from mining to disposal.

Oil

Delays in Oil Sector Have Been a Blessing | 17 May 2015 | The Independent (Kampala) | AllAfrica
Elly  Karuhanga,  Chairman Uganda Chamber  of  Mines and Petroleum (UCMP) talked to Joan
Akello about its activities and the extractives industry.

Uganda to Promote Oil Licensing | 18 May 2015 | The Observer (Kampala) | AllAfrica
Uganda will  attend a couple of special  events, where some of its officials from the ministry of
Energy and Mineral Development, will promote the country's first licensing round for oil blocks.

Rwamutonga Evictions - Four Dead, Hundreds Starving | 19 May 2015 | Oil in Uganda | AllAfrica
Four children have died and many more could starve to death as the hundreds of people who were
forcefully evicted from Rwamutonga village, Hoima district continue to wait for court to decide their
fate.

Regulation, Voluntary Initiatives and Business and 
Human Rights

Selected articles on legal and voluntary initiatives relating to natural resources and good
governance

EU conflict minerals law

European parliament must seize its chance to stop trade in conflict minerals  | 18 May 2015 | Letter
| The Guardian
On 20 May, the European parliament will  vote on a proposed regulation to tackle the trade in
conflict minerals. The trade in tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold (3TG) is fuelling conflict which has
had devastating consequences for people in countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) and Colombia.

EU to Vote On Conflict Minerals | 18 May 2015 | DW | AllAfrica
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The European Union is set to adopt a law that seeks to prevent trading commodities that finance
armed conflicts.The US has such a law, and what remains of the European Parliament is to come
up with its own version.

New EU rules on conflict minerals will  help local communities | 19 May 2015 | The Parliament
Magazine
New legislation will  help end the minerals trade being used to fund armed conflicts, while also
helping local communities, explains Iuliu Winkler.

EU lawmakers seek ban on 'blood metals' in surprise vote | 20 May 2015 | Mining Weekly
The European Parliament voted on Wednesday to ban all products that contain "blood metals" sold
by African warlords, but the legislation is likely to be blocked by EU governments who fear it would
impose an unrealistic burden on business.

Les députés demandent une certification obligatoire des importateurs européens | 20 May 2015 |
European Parliament
Les importateurs européens d'étain, de tantale, de tungstène et d'or doivent être certifiés par l'UE
pour assurer qu'ils n'alimentent pas les conflits et les violations des droits de l'homme dans les
zones de conflit,  déclarent  les eurodéputés dans leur  position  pour  un projet  législatif  adopté
mercredi par 402 voix pour, 118 contre et 171 abstentions.

Unearthing  the  Truth  About  Conflict  Minerals  Reporting |  21  May  2015  |  Lockpath  Inc.  |
MarketWired
If a law is created but only one in five of those covered by the law obey it, will it make a difference?
The 2010 Dodd-Frank Wall  Street  Reform and Consumer Protection  Act  included a provision,
Section 1502,  requiring companies to disclose annually  whether conflict  minerals exist  in  their
supply chains. Conflict minerals refer to minerals mined in areas of the world under heavy conflict
from armies and rebel groups, such as the Democratic Republic of Congo in Central Africa.

Other

DRC

Millions misused in Congo fiber optic line construction | 20 May 2015 | Reuters
Millions of dollars were misused in the first phase of a project to build a national fiber optic network
in Democratic Republic of Congo, a parliamentary mission has found.

Le Sénat  adopte  plusieurs  recommandations  en rapport  avec le  trafic  aérien et  les violences
sexuelles | 20 May 2015 | DigitalCongo
Les sénateurs ont décidé aussi de créer une commission restreinte pour mieux rendre toutes les
recommandations à adresser au gouvernement.

Rwanda

U.S. Congress to Hold Hearing On Rwanda's Troubling Human Rights Record  | 14 May 2015 | PR
Newswire | AllAfrica
The House Foreign Affairs  Subcommittee on Africa,  Global  Health,  Global  Human Rights and
International Organizations announced today that it  will  hold a hearing on May 20 to examine
Rwanda's deteriorating human rights record under President Paul Kagame.
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EU in U.S.$4.5 Million  Deal  to Lift  Rwanda Technical  Knowhow | 17 May 2015 |  East African
Business Week (Kampala) | AllAfrica
The European Union (EU) has given a Euro 4 million ( about $4.5 million) to Rwanda which is
going towards supporting technical cooperation in the country.

Uganda

Museveni helps Olive Group gain an airfield | 15 May 2015 | Indian Ocean Newsletter
A group of British investors are to obtain a 6,000 hectare plot of land following  Lynda Chalker’s
intervention with the Ugandan president.

Other

NGO resolution on the rights of women in Africa | 13/05/2015 | Pambazuka News
The NGOs are concerned that not enough is being done throughout the continent to promote the
rights of women enshrined in domestic laws and in African Union protocols and policy documents.

SADC  Tribunal.  The  shame  of  impunity |  13/05/2015  |  Southern  Africa  Litigation  Centre  |
Pambazuka News
‘African  solutions  to  African  problems’  is  a  popular  adage  among  the  ruling  classes  on  the
continent. Africa is old enough to deal with its own issues. Yet leaders in the 15-member SADC
bloc are in the process of dismantling their own regional court to shield governments, heads of
state and other powerful people from justice.

No land, no freedom | 14 May 2015 | Pambazuka News
Land ownership and its reclaim are the next phases of Africa's struggle for total freedom. Do not
now begin to sell off Africa to foreign landownership. No other continent does.

Sex scandals, food theft and weapons smuggling - what the UN wishes you didn't know | 17 May
2015 | Mail & Guardian
The United Nations (UN) was created to take on issues confronting humanity. The organisation has
had it’s fair share of successes. Recently however, a case came to light that reveals a shady side
to the organisation. Late in April French defence minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, received a leaked
UN  report  detailing  sexual  assaults  by  French  troops  which  reportedly  took  place  between
December 2013 and June 2014 at a centre for displaced people in the Central African Republic
(CAR).
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	News in Brief
	the FARDC. In Province Orientale, the FARDC has launched an offensive against several FRPI positions in Ituri since Wednesday, 13 May, reporting two militia men dead in the operations. Three hundred FRPI rebels are said to have surrendered to the FARDC and MONUSCO in the south of Bunia. In Katanga, a joint MONUSCO-WFP mission was dispatched to Malemba-Nkulu this week to assess the security and humanitarian situation. Over 30 schools have been destroyed in one groupement by fighting between Mai-Mai Mvuende and the FARDC. Elsewhere, Martin Kobler has expressed shock over the degree of violence between pygmies ad Bantu communities in Nyunzu, with over 200 persons killed, 100 homes burned and 60 women raped over the last five months, causing over 12,000 persons to be displaced.
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